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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


Communications. 


REMARKS ON DR. ROSENWASSER’S 
CASE OF CARBUNCLE. 
By Joun Stainsacx Witson, M. D., 
Of Houston, Texas. 

In. the REPORTER for June 19, I notice a 
“fatal case of carbuncle,” contributed by Dr. 
M. Rosenwasser, of Cleveland, Ohio. In com- 
menting on the treatment he says: “I will 
but mention the reproach made by non-pro- 
fessional individuals that I have cut too early.” 
He then remarks that this course of treatment 
“is justified by the greatest surgical authori- 
ties.” Certainly it is; and not by these only, 
but by reason, common sense, and accumulated 
experience. Therefore no defence is needed 
before the bar of the profession; and as to 
carping of non-professional and unreasoning 
ignorance, Dr. Rosenwasser must indeed be 
quite young in the profession if he suffers these 
to disturb his equanimity. 

Yet I must say, with all due respect, that I 
consider his treatment obnoxious to profes- 
sional criticism ; not on account of excessive 
activity and cutting too early, but for want of 
sufficient activity, and through neglect of a 
very important means, which Dr. Rosenwasser 
seems to regard asa substitute for, rather than 
as a necessary accompaniment of incisions. 

This inference is plain from his concluding 
remark, for he says: “ Whether the patient 
would have recovered if any expectant treat- 
ment had been pursued, or whether cauteri- 
zation would have been preferable to incision, 
cannot be decided.” Surely the propriety of 
a negative expectant treatment in carbuncle 
cannot for a moment be entertained. And 
the propriety—the indispensable necessity of 


early, free, and repeated incisions, is placed 
beyond dispute by the most ample experience, 
founded on the pathological condition of the 
parts, which, having to a great extent lost their 
vitality, are foreign—a source of pain aad 
irritation, and, therefore, to be removed as 
speedily as possible by knife and caustic. 

| “But these must go together. The one is no 
substitute for the other. Free incisions will 
silence the pain and tension, while the inser- 
tion of caustic potash into the incisions will 
cause disintegration in the brawny devitalized 
tissue, causing it to slough out, leaving the 
parts beneath in a healthy granulating con- 
dition. Moreover, the caustic potash is a most 
potent anodyne, allaying, and to a great extent 
removing that peculiar burning pain, which is 
an invariable companion of .the disease, and 
which is generally rebellious to every other 
remedy. 

How the great English surgeon, Paget, can 
speak so doubtfully of incisions, I cannot see. 
I can only account for it by supposing that he 
had his mind directed to the influence of in- 
cisions alone, unaccompanied by the pow- 
erful auxiliary cauterization. 

The experience of the profession will hardly 
sustain Mr. Paget in the declaration that 
“carbuncles will spread, after cutting, in as 
large a proportion of cases as they will spread 
in without cutting.”” And I feel sure that his 
proposition will be almost universally denied, 
if cauterization accompany the knife, as it 
should in all cases. 

There may be more truth in the proposition, 
“Cut as you may, you cannot always put 
aside the extreme pain that a carbuncle some- 
times has, even to its later time.” 

This may be true of cutting, per se, but my 
experience teaches me that cutting with cauter- 





171 





172 


ization will subdue the pain, and in the great 
majority of cases stop the spread of the dis- 
ease. In this, I think, I am sustained by the 
verdict of the great body of the profession. 

Many cases might be adduced as examples 
of the success of this treatment, but a brief 
sketch of one will suffice. 

Case.—Mrs. B., aged 55, very obese, weigh- 
ing some 200 pounds ; had been under the treat- 
ment of a timid superannuated practitioner 
for ten days, when I was called to her. Her 
attendant had done little or nothing for her. 
I found her with a carbuncle occupying the 
same situation, and presenting much the same 
appearance as those so well described by Dr. 
Rosenwasser in the case under review. But 
the tumor in my case was much more exten- 
sive, reaching from the occipital protuberance 
well down on the neck, and spreading later- 
ally from one mastoid process to the other. 

The parts around were cedematous, and of 
a livid erysipelatous redness. 

On account of the advanced stage of the dis- 
ease, I could not promise myself my usual 
success in checking it by a single operation, 
as I have always done in previous cases. But 
I felt satisfied that the knife and caustic were 
the magna remedia, the only reliance for check- 
ing the disease, giving ease, and saving the 
life of the patient. A free, crucial incision 
was therefore made throughout the whole ex- 
tent of the tumor, and the gaping cuts of the 
knife were filled with caustic potash. The 
edges of the tumor were circumscribed with 
strong iodine paint. This treatment gave 
great relief to the pain ; but, as I feared, failed 
to stop the spread of the disease,so much had 
the surrounding tissues become involved from 
its long continuance. Without going into te- 
dious details, it may be sufficient to state that 
other incisions were made between the first, 
from time to time, numbering in all six or 
eight; and finally the whole tumor was cir- 
cumscribed by a circular incision near its bor- 
ders, the potash being used, as before, after 
each operation. This checked the spread of 
the tumor, but not until it had attained the 
enormous dimensions of eleven inches longi- 
tudinally, and five inches transversely. No 
poultices were used, except immediately after 
the caustic. The dressing consisted of cloths 
wet in warm water. The tumor being almost 
insensible, the rule in cutting was to carry the 
knife down till she complained of pain. 

The constitutional treatment may be em- 
braced in a few words—light, nourishing diet, 
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quinine, sulphate of magnesia, tincture of 
chloride of iron, and an occasional opiate at 
night. The patient had a steady and good re- 
covery after the spead of the disease was ar 
rested, by the active and repeated remedies 
indicated ; but of course it took a long time for 
such an immense breach to fill up with granula- 
tions; and the rigid cicatrix which stood out 
on the back of the neck like a broad fin, made 
the lady appear rather stifi-necked for an hum- 
ble Christian. 

As intimated, this is the only case I have 
had where a single operation with knife and 
caustic failed to ease the pain and put an ef- 
fectual check to the extension of the disease. 
But when I consider the negative expectant 
treatment before I saw the patient, the con- 
sequent extent of the tumor, and the involve- 
ment of surrounding tissues, I can but think it 
a great triumph of the treatment to check its 
ravages and save a life which must inevitably 
have been sacrificed under any treatment less 
heroic. 

In conclusion, let me most respectfully sug- 
gest to Dr. Rosenwasser the propriety of re- 
considering his declaration—“ I shall in future 
be very reluctant in advocating incisions in 
carbuncles, even though they be harmless, so 
long as they are productive of no good.” 

Surely the teachings of experience cannot 
be utterly fallacious in things patent to the ob- 
servation of all. And if experience has dem- 
onstrated one fact beyond all controversy, it 
does seem to me it is the value of incisions 
and caustic potash in staying the progress of 4 
carbuncle. It is far from being established 
that incisions alone “‘are productive of no 
good; ”’ while, as just intimated, if there is 
anything true in medicine or surgery, it is that 
knife and caustic are the remedies in carbuncle. 


PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA—ITS USE 
IN THE TREATMENT OF CANCER, 


By O. Crook, M. D., 
Of Dayton, Ohio. 


The poke root is known as an indigenous plant, 
growing abundantly in all parts of the United 
States. Its medical properties are described 
as emetic, cathartic, alterative diuretic, and 
somewhat narcotic. It has obtained some 
reputation, and is occasionally used by the 
profession as a remedy in rheumatism, and as 
an alterative in scrofulous affections. It had 
at one time obtained considerable reputation 
as a local application in the treatment of can- 
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cer, and probably in some cases was attended 
with beneficial results, not from any specific 
effects that it possessed when used in this way, 
but from its stimulating and almost escharotic 
powers, producing an alteration in the ulcer 
which favored its healing. 

In presenting to the profession the use of 
the Phytolacca, administered internally as a 
valuable, and, in many cases, a suecessful 
remedy in the treatment of cancer; I am aware 
of the prejudice that I will encounter in the 
minds of many who regard the disease as incur- 
able, or at least only a subject for excision, or 
the use of escharotics. This too generally ac- 
cepted view by the profession, of the nature of 
cancer, viz.: That it is a disease primarily 
local in its character, and that the subsequent 
constitutional disturbance is induced by the 
absorbtion of the cancerous matter into the 
blood, and the spread of the local disease 
through the system generally, has led to the 
abandonment of a majority of cancer patients 
to the treatment of charlatans and quacks, or 
to the sure ravages of the destroyer, without 
much effort to arrest its progress. 

But when we come to regard the cancer de- 
velopment as a constitutional disease, which 
it unquestionably is, and depending upon a 
previous depraved condition of the blood, and, 
in most cases, hereditary in its character, the 
use of efficient and active remedies given 
internally will be apparent; and with this 
more expanded view of the local trouble, our 
treatment will be more rational, and conse- 
quently much more successful. 

T. Wheedon Cooke, in his late able treatise 
on the subject of cancer (a book which every 
physician should read), has succeeded in bring- 
ing to the notice of the profession, arguments, 
sustained by facts and statistics, which conclu- 
sively prove the constitutional character of 
the disease, and that— There is in truth a 
constitutional cancerous diathesis as there is 
a constitutional tubercular diathesis, and there 
are strong grounds for believirig that these 
two depraved conditions of the system haye a 
more intimate relationship than is generally 
supposed.”’ 

I have in my possession statistics, obtained 
in several years practice in the treatment of 
cancer, phthisis and scrofula, sufficient, I 
think, to satisfy the most incredulous that can- 
cer and tuberculosis are all of one and the same 
family, differing only under different circum- 
stances, in their development. 

Taking this view of the origin of the cancer 
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development, I have relied more upon the 
constitutional than upon the local treatment 
of the disease, and influenced by circumstanees 
not necessary here to narrate, was led several 
years ago to the use of the tincture of Phyto- 
lacca, and which has been accompanied witha 
success that has exceeded my most sanguine 
expectations, and which has led me now to 
regard cancer, phthisis, and scrofula, as cura- 
ble diseases when properly treated in their 
first stages. But if the treatment is deferred 
until the lymphatic system becomes exten- 
sively affected, and general cachexy induced, 
it would be idle to offer any hope to the patient, 
or to expect that any remedy would be of 
avail. 

I am, therefore, an advocate of early treat- 
ment in all cancerous and tubercular diseases, 
and that it should on no account be delayed, 
but commenced as soon as any of the charac- 
teristic symptoms of either form of the disease 
develop themselves, and I am persuaded from 
what I have witnessed in my own practice, 
that we may then undertake the treatment 
with a reasonable hope of a successful result. 

With the steady and persistent administra- 
tion of the Poke root, in the first stages of 
cancer, I have in many cases seen the tumor 
absorbed, and a cure effected, without a resort 
to the use of the knife, or escharotics. And 
also when it has been administered on the 
appearance of the first symptoms of phthisis 
and scrofula; and in families where the dis- 
ease was known to be hereditary, I have wit- 
nessed a gradual improvement of the health 
of the patient—an abatement of the disease, 
and in a number of instances a final restora- 
tion to health. 

Much difference of opinion exists as to the 
best means to be used for the removal of the 
Cancer tumor, and also as to the proper time 
for its removal. A majority of physicians, re- 
garding the tumor as a local affection, have 
been content with its removal by excision, as 
affording the shortest way of getting rid of the 
offending mass, with the least suffering to the 
patient ; and sometimes flatter themselves that 
with the healing of the wound their work is 
done, and the patient cured. 

Others prefer the use of escharotics, such as 
arsenical and zinc paste, etc. This last pro- 
cess, although much slower, and more painful 
in its operation, it is argued, affords a better 
prospect of permanent cure than the use of 
the knife, or at least gives to the patient 
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greater security against the early return of 
the tumor. 

In my own practice I have usually given 
preference to the use of escharotics, and fully 
agree with the views of Dr. Langston Parker, 
“ That the liability of a return of the Cancer- 
ous tumor is much less when removed by caus- 
tics, than when removed by the knife,”’ but as 
will be seen in the report of the case append- 
ed, I have not been partial to either mode, 
and have used the one or the other, as seemed 
to be specifically indicated at the time. I have 
obtained very favorable results from the use 
of injections of the tumor, with Tinct. Iodine, 
from five drops to a drachm, and the subse- 
quent application of the pulverized or grated 
Poke root, in the form of poultice, intermitted 
with the use of emollient poultices of carrots, 
or bread and milk, and would now have more 
confidence in a successful result from these 
means, than through any other local treat- 
ment. I have not favored healing the wound 
quickly, when once opened by artificial means, 
but have rather encouraged the suppuration 
of the tumor, regarding it as salutary—as fur- 
nishing a drain for the elimination of the can- 
cerous matter from the blood, and in the end 
securing @ more permanent cure. With my 
present experience, I now, as soon as I ascer- 
tained that the Tinct. Phytolacca administer- 
ed for a sufficient length of time, is not fol- 
lowed by a reduction and absorption of the 
tumor, would attack the tumor with the Iodine 
injections, or escharotics, with the view of 
getting up a discharge early—while the sys- 
tem has the power to withstand the drain, be- 
fore the cancerous cachexy has been induced, 
and the debility consequent upon this stage. 
When the cancer has been allowed to progress 
until spontaneous suppuration has taken place, 
I regard it as having passed the curative pe- 
riod, and am content to “ let it alone.” 


My method of preparing and using the Poke 
root, is as follows: 
RB Phytolacce Radicis, 
Alcohol dilute, or pure 
whisky, 
Let it stand 14 days and filter. 
Of this the patient may take, after eating, 
from fifteen drops to a tablespoonful, as will 
be borne by the stomach. When first com- 
mencing with the medicine, the minimum dose 
will sometimes produce nausea and vomiting, 
but after its use for a time the stomach will 
tolerate it, when the maximum dose may be 
taken without any unpleasant effects. I have 
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derived the most benefit from its use when 
pushed until its emetic effect is produced, and 
then continue at the dose that the stomach 
would bear without excessive nausea. I have 
also, during the administration of the medi- 
cine, frequently found benefit from the occa- 
sional use of a small dose of calomel or blue 
pill—say once or twice a week. 

The effects of the medicine will generally be 
apparent in the space of two weeks—first in 
relieving the pain so significant of cancer, and 
in arresting the growth of the tumor, its sub- 
sequent softening and absorption, and in the 
general improvement of the health of the pa- 
tient. 

If after administering the medicine for 2 
few weeks, its beneficial effects are not mani- 
fest, it will be well to desist for a short time, 
and then commence again as at first, when 
better effects will be produced. 

We will not expect, in the treatment of 
the disease we are now considering, that we 
will obtain by the use of any medicine, the 
speedy effects that we sometimes obeerve, in 
the treatment of other diseases, and being thus 
disappointed, be ready to condemn the rem- 
edy and cast it aside as worthless. It will 
only be by the patient and persevering use 
of the medicine that its good effects will be 
made known, and our patients obtain the ben- 
efits of the treatment. 

In the cases appended I have reported them 
more in detail than I should have done, hadI 
not feared that for the want of confidence, or 
the lack of the “ gift of perseverance ”’ on the 
part of the physician, and the patient in some 
instances, the medicine would be rejected 
without giving it a fair trial. 

I have only reported a few of the most 
prominent cases of Cancer, leaving out of the 
report any cases of Phthisis, Scrofula, Hip 
Joints and Skin Diseases, as well as Syphilis, 
and other diseases, depending upon the de 
praved condition of the blood, in which I have 
also used the Phytolacca with marked degree 
of benefit. 

Case 1. Mr. Jacob Wentz came to me Sep- 
tember 16, 1858, with cancer on his lower lip, 
which had been burnt out by means of caur 
tics nine months before, and had returned. 
The cancer involved all of the lower lip, from 
angle to angle. I removed at once the greater 
portion with the knife, but had to leave a por- 
tion of the hard substance, so that I could 
draw the cut parts together. It healed kindly, 
but after healing there still remained some 
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hardness. It commenced growing again and 
became very painful. I then gave him the 
Pytholacca internally, in doses as above, for 
five months, at the end of which time the hard- 
ness had entirely disappeared. He is now 
well, and has beer so for ten years, with no 
sign of the disease returning. 

Case 2. Mr. Thomas Brown came to me in 
the Spring of 1859, with epithelial cancer on 
right cheek, situated just below the inner an- 
gle of the eye. It had been of ten years stand- 
ing, in which time he had tried different rem- 
edies, as used by cancer doctors, and had it 
burnt out by caustics several times, but it al- 
ways returned to plague him again. I put him 
upon the Tinct. Phytolaccee—tablespoonful 
doses—three times a day, after meals, and 
continued this treatment for two months, in 
which time the cancer disappeared, the skin 
healed up without any local treatment what- 
ever, and he still continues well. 

Case 3.—Mr. A. Pugsley came to me in 
January, 1859, with eptihelial cancer on the 
left cheek, about the size of a half dollar, 
raised in the centre and growing very fast. 
His general health was bad, skin sallow, the 


appetite poor, and very much reduced in 
strength. I gave him the tincture Phytolacca, 
which he continued to take for nine months. 
During this time his general health became 
good, but there was not much change in the 


size of the tumor. At times it would get 
smaller, and again resume its original size. 
In the fall of 1859 he was gathering apples, 
when an apple fell from the tree and struck 
the cancer, knocking off about one-half. It 
had a spongy appearance, and showed symp- 
toms of healing, when offie came along pro- 
fessing to cure cancer, and burned out with 
caustic what was left of the tumor. Mr. 
Pugsley hada brother who died with cancer 
on the left cheek, at the same age that he then 
was—55 years. 

I did not use caustic upon the tumor from 
the fact that I was satisfied from the symp- 
toms that a persevering use of the poke root 
would cure him, and he also objected at the 
time to the use of caustics, as he said his 


brother had had his burned, and died soon’ 


afterward. 

This I regarded as a satisfactory triumph of 
medicine over a case which was unquestion- 
ably hereditary. Mr. Pugsley still lives in the 
Vicinity of Dayton, and has no reappearance 
of his cancer. 

Case 4.—Mr. David Bowen came to me in 
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the winter of 1860 with epithelial cancer on 
the left cheek, about the size of half dollar, 
with small spots of cancerous nature upon his 
right cheek, and upon his nose. The tumor 
on the cheek had been burned out three times 
with arsenical paste before I saw him, but had 
returned each time in a few weeks, larger than 
before. I gave him tincture Phytolacca for 
four months, without much change in the size 
of the tumor. He became discouraged, and 
wished it burnt out again. I cut it out in 
April, 1861, and found it spongy, with all of 
the arteries leading to it very much enlarged. 
I brought the parts together; they healed by 
the first intention, since which time there has 
been no reappearance of the cancer, and his 
general health is good. 

He continued to take the Phytolacca for 
several months after the removal of the tumor, 
and until I was satisfied that there was no 
further danger of a return of the cancer. 
This course I have adopted, and would recom- 
mend in the treatment of all cancer patients. 

Case 5.—Mrs. B., wife of a minister, was 
afflicted with scirrhous cancer of the left breast 
for eighteen months before I saw her. She 
came to me in October, 1860. At that time 
the tumor was the size of a hen’s egg, situated 
above the nipple—nipple drawn in, and 
attended with sharp lancinating pains. Her 
age was forty-five years, with menstruation reg- 
ular, and she could assign no cause for the 
cancer in any way. She has now a sister, 
aged forty-three years, affected with scirrhus 


‘of the liver, whose health was ‘good at that 


time. She commenced taking the tincture 
Phytolacca, and in two weeks time the pains, 
which were frequent and severe before, had 
entirely left her, and she felt no particular 
inconvenience from the cancer, and went about 
her work as usual. She continued the use of 
the medicine until about the middle of Decem- 
ber, when she came to me complaining that 
her breast was gathering, or inflaming. It pre- 
sented the appearance as if it contained pus, 
and on the fifth of January, 1861, I opened it 
with the lance, and evacuated about four 
ounces of an oily, yellow, flaky substance of 
the consistence of the white of an egg. I 
then ordered her to poultice with poke root 
and emollient poultices, which she continued 
to do for about three months, during which 
time, with occasional intervals, it continued to 
discharge a substance similar as at first, after 
which time it gradually healed up. She has 
now ceased menstruating, the breast is healed 





176 


almost without a scar, and her health is good. 

Case 6.—Mrs. C., aged forty-two, had 
scirrhous cancer of the left breast above the 
nipple, which had been growing for about 
twelve months before her visit to me. The 
tumor then was the size of a hen’s egg, very 
hard, and attended with sharp lancinating 
pains. Mrs. C.’s mother had died at the age 
of forty-two, of cancer of the uterus. 

I gave to her the tincture Phytolacca, which 
«she continued to take for some time, with im- 
provement of her general health, and without 
suffering much inconvenience from the cancer. 

She came to me on the 17th of September 
and complained that the breast had gathered. 
£ opened it, when it discharged about two 
~ounces of the same oily, flaky substance as in 
Mrs. B.’s case. It continued to discharge at 
Gntervals for five months, during all of which 
time she took the medicine. At hermenstrual 
periods the discharge would be very much 
Gncreased, and the interval would again nearly 
«ease. This continued for seven months, 
‘when the wound entirely healed. She is now 
well, with no sign of the disease returning. 

Case 7.—Mrs. E. C., aet. 45, came to me in 
May, 1865, with cancer in the left breast, above 
the nipple. The nipple was contracted; tumor, 
‘hard and irregular, and had been growing since 
1863, and attended with the usual sharp and 
Gancinating pains. Her menstruation was 
wegular, and her general health tolerably 
good. I gave her the tincture Phytolacca, 
which she continued to use until June, 1866, 
without much change in the size of tumor, 
although she was free from the pain, after 
using the medicine two weeks. Ialso applied 
ito the tumor tbe poke root poultice, without 
having much effect. I then determined to 
-attempt to bring about the same condition that 
nature, with the use of the medicine, had 
brought about in cases 5 and 6, and accord- 
ingly on the third day of June, 1866, I injected 
the tumor with tincture of Iodine, entering 
the needle in two places, on each side of the 
tumor, moving the needle about in the cancer, 
and injecting as much of the fluid as possible. 
When I inserted the needle it felt like enter- 
ing an India-rubber ball, and I had to with- 
draw the needle nearly to the surface, then 
inject and change the direction, and inject 
again, until the operation was completed. 
June the fifth I repeated the operation. This 
was followed by a high state of inflammation in 
the tumor, without seeming to affect the skin. 
I let it alone until the tenth day, when it 


Communications. 





[Vol. xxi. 


appeared soft, as though it contained pus, 
I lanced it, when it discharged healthy pus 
that had been secreted from the surrounding 
tissues. The opening continued to grow larger, 
and on the twentieth day I took a hook and 
pulled the entire cancer out. 

It presented a black and dead appearance, 
but still somewhat solid. I ordered carrot 
and bread and milk poultice, which was con- 
tinued for three months, the opening at this 
time discharging a yellow greasy fluid. It 
continued to discharge at intervals until Feb. 
1867, when it ceased, and the wound healed. 
The last time that I saw her, Nov. 4, her 
health was good, and no sign of the cancer 
returning. 

Case 8. Mr. H. came to me in August, 
1867, with cancer on his lower lip, which had 
been cauterized five times before I saw him. 
The tumor was discharging, and marked with 
hardness three fourths of an inch around the 


opening. I gave him the usual medicine, and | 


on the 2d day of September, I injected the 
tumor with tinct. iodine, and again on the 
sixth of October. This was followed with 
emollient poultices, under the use of which 
the wound healed without any scar. His 
health is now good. - 

I have used the iodine injections in several 
other cases not related here, and would con. 
fidently recommend its use in all scirrhous 
tumors of the breast or external parts, as I 
have not found it attended with any unpleas- 
anteffects. I have injected from five to ninety 
drops, according to the size of the tumor, and 
repeated the operatiou every other day, until 
a high state of inflammation was obtained in 
the tumor, which weuld soon after be followed 
with suppuration, by the use of the poultice 
above recommended. The results following 
this treatment have been to me more satisfac- 
tory since its adoption, than any previously 
obtained by the use of the knife or escharotics, 

If any further testimony were needed to in- 
duce your readers to prove the effects of the 
long neglected yet valuable Phytolacca, I 
might refer them to many authorities, setting 
forth its value as an alterative. 

Dr. Coe, in his work entitled, “‘ Concen- 
trated Organic Medicines,” says: “In Phyto- 
lacca, we have one of the most decided and 
efficient alteratives embraced in the range of 
materia medica. It is not a remedy of doubt- 
ful powers, but uniform, certain and reliable in 
its actions. In all conditions of chronic dis- 
eases,wherein there is tardiness of action on the 
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part of the exhaling, absorbing, secreting or 
eliminating vessels, or a viscid and plastic con- 
dition of the blood and fluids, the phytolacca 
will be the most efficient, as well as the safest, 
remedy that can be brought to bear. It will 
prove a certain, safe and effectual resolvent 
and alterative, manifesting the influence 
throughout the entire glandular system.” In 
referring to its use in carcinomatous affec- 
tions, he says: “ It is undoubtedly as efficient 
an alterative as can be safely employed in 
that disease.” 

The narcotic effects of the Phytolacca are 
sometimes surprising in the relief afforded in 
the severe nocturnal pain attending tertiary 
syphilis, and in hip joint disease, morbus 
coxarius. Its sedative effects in these cases, in 
quieting the nervous excitement and produc- 
ing sleep, being much more efficacious than 
opium. 

The Phytolacca may now be obtained, pre- 
pared by our Pharmaceutists, in the form of 
the “fluid extract,’’ and also the solid ex- 
tract known as “phytolacin.” In either 
form it may be found to be equally as effect- 
ual as in the ormula recommended above 
by me. 


COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE 
OF FEMUR. 


By Dr. H. L. W. Burritt, 


Of Bridgeport, Ct. 

Mr. A. S., age 48, stout healthy German. 
May, 1866, fell, from the roof of a house by the 
slipping of a ladder, on to an adjoining roof— 
about 12 feet. The right leg being caught in 
the round of the ladder, the femur was frac- 
tured longitudinally and transversely ; lower 
fracture two and a half inches above the outer 
condyle of the femur; the upper two inches 
higher. A fissure appeared to extend between 
the two fractures, and a piece of bone, nearly 
square at the point, was projected outside 
(about an inch in length, and one-half inch in 
width) external, opposite the lower outer 
fracture. 

I saw the man immediately after the acci- 
dent, who was suffering great pain and shock 
to the nervous system, and had taken stimu- 
lants freely. Chloroform was given, and after 
much effort and extension the bone was re- 
turned as near as could be to its place—the 
muscles drawn over it and held firm as possi- 
ble by adhesive strips, and the whole sur- 
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rounding surface covered by an air-tight com- 
position of paste of flour, whites of egg, and ~ 
sugar of lead. The limb was then placed in a 
narrow fracture-box, extending to the trochan- 
ter, and padded on the sides; adhesive strips 
carried insde and outside of the lower leg were 
brought around a narrow strip of the paste- 
board and on the bottom of the foot, forming 
loops, and connecting with a pulley on an up- 
right board fastened to the foot of the bed. 
Weight of two small bricks for extension. 
Elevation of box 36 degrees. The only re- 
straint was a broad strap padded over the 
groin and the knee, fastening the leg loosely 
in the box—muriate ammoniz 3}., diluted al- 
cohol Oij. kept on the limb for amonth; some 
dropsy of both limbs, and more or less con- 
stitutional disturbance, but the flesh united by 
first intention there was not a doubt of sup- 
puration at the external wound, when within 
a week the plasters were removed. 
Treatment—more or less stimulants, keep- 
ing up the man’s usual habit—quinine grs. x, 
Fowler’s solution, gtts. xv; fluid ext. Buchu, 
3ij, in divided doses daily, for some two 
months; animal food as desired. Man able to 
go on crutches in about three months; now, 
at three years or more from the injury, he 
walks freely, with a slight limp, by using cork 
soles; shortening two inches; leg enlarged 
(and a firm bone felt, rounded at the point of 
protusion), but strong, giving a clumsy, but 
useful limb. The peculiar features are that 
owing to the injury to the soft parts, and great 
comminution of bone (five pieces at least 
being detected) it was a question to Dr. A. Ben- 
net, who saw the case with me, whether to 
amputate or not; he favoring amputation, and 
the readiness by which healing the external 
wound, without suppuration, it was converted 
from a compound to a simple fracture, and 
treated on a plain rough box bedstead (made in 
twenty minutes), and in a box splint without 
the least bandage or restraint, a common bed - 
pan being used for all services. 





SALT, taken in moderate quantities, has not only 
been supposed @ prophylactic against cholera, but it 
has also been stated the disease seldom visits localities 
where the earth and water are impregnated with this 
substance. In the department of Meurthe, in France, 
there are places (Chateau Salicis and Dienge) where 
this condition prevails, and in which cholera has not 
occurred, although present in neighboring districts. 
But, unfortunately for this theory, the disease has 
prevailed in the salt districts of Marwar to as great 
an extent as in any other portion of the province. 
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Cases ef Skin Disease, 

Dr. M’CALL ANDERSON sends the folowing 
eases to the Glasgow Medical Journal :* 

CasE 1. Eczema of Hands treated by means of 
India-Rubber Gloves.—Allan M’A., aged 40, hatter, 
was admitted to the Glasgow Skin Dispensary, 
December 23, 1868. 

He says that the disease appeared for the first time 
about three years ago, somewhat in the following 
manner and order :—He first noticed a large number 
of small “ blisters,” about the size of pin heads; 
these, after remaining a short time, burst, discharg- 
ing their contents, and leaving a raw surface, which 
was extremely itchy and “leeted” very much. It 
appeared first on the dorsal surface of the right hand, 
then on the sides of the fingers, and lastly on the 
dorsal surfaces of the fingers. Shortly after this, the 
eruption made its appearance on the left hand in 
exactly the same order. After remaining a consid- 
erable time, the eruption disappeared under medical 
treatment. 

The present attack commenced some six or eight 
weeks ago, appearing in the same manner and order 
as before ; in addition to its previous sites, it attacked 
the palmer surfaces of the fingers. 

Present appearances.—On the left hand the erup- 
tion extends over the whole of the dorsal surfaces 
and sides of the fingers, and the dorsal surface of the 
hand ; the skin of these portions of the hand is con- 
siderably infiltrated and covered with a serous exu- 
dation, whilst scattered over the whole of the dis- 
eased surfaces are numerous minute excorations. 
The right hand presents similar appearances, with 
this addition, that on the dorsal surface of this hand 
there exist much greater infiltration of the skin. 

The eruption is at present extending rapidly, and 
is extremely itchy. Patient’s general health is good. 





* Dr. Anderson is at present engaged in the investiga- 
tion of the virtues of certain new remedies in the treat- 
ment of diseases of the skin, and amongst others, of car- 
bolic acid administered internally, and of coverings of 
vulcanized India-rubber, and India-rubber eloth. He has 
a very high opinion of the value of both in appropriate 
eases, but he has not yet tested them sufficiently to enable 
him to state with precision the exact limits of their useful- 
ness. Meantime, he has published the following cases 
out of many which have been treated with a similar re- 
suit. 


Ordered to procure a pair of India-rubber gloves, 
| and to wear them constantly for fortnight. 


6th January, 1869.—The eruption in most parts 
has completely disappeared, with the exception of a 
faint :eldish tint of the skin. Cuntinue use of 
gloves for another fortnight. 

The patient did not return to the Dispensary. 

CasE 2. Erythema Papulatum (E. lividum of 
Dr. Anderson) treated with India-Rubber Gloves.— 
Catharine M’F., aged 40, domestic servant, was ad- 
mitted at the Glasgow Skin Dispensary, March 15, 
1869. The patient states that the disease first made 
its appearance in February, 1868, on the arms, face, 
and hands. The appearance of the eruption was 
always preceded. by an almost unbearable burning 
and somewhat itching sensation, shortly after which 
the part assumed a red tint, which rapidly became 
livid, 

The present eruption made its appearance about 
one month ago, and is, this time, wholly confined to 
the hands. 

Present appearances.—Right hand—On the dor- 
sal surface of the thumb, two livid patches about the 
size of fourpenny pieces are seen ; on the dorsal sur- 
face of the forefinger, two spots also possessing a 
livid hue, but not quite so large as those on the 
thumb; whilst scattered over the dorsal surface of 
the remaining fingers are a few spots possessing the 
same characters, but not larger than a pea. The 
skin of these parts is, to a certain extent, infiltrated. 
The livid colour disappears temporarily on pressure. 

Left hand—The dorsal surfaces of the fingers of 
this hand present much the same appearances as 
those of the right hand, with these additions, that 
here the disease is much more extensive, the skin 
being very much infiltrated, and in many parts fis- 
sured. Patient thinks at present the eruption is ex- 
tending. 

She was ordered to procure a pair of India-rubber 
gloves, to wear them constantly for a fortnight. 

29th March, 1869.—Almost cured. Continue. 

This patient did not return. 

CasE 3. Psoriasis Palmaris treated with Indice 
Rubber Gloves.—Mrs. M., aged 45, monthly nurse, 
was admitted at the Glasgow Skin Dispensary, 
August 12th, 1868, 

She states that the disease appeared about nine 
years ago, since which time she has hardly ever been 
free from it. It commenced as a smal] crack in the 
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centre of the palm of the right hand, and gradually 
the whole of the palm became affected. 

Present appearance.—The whole of the palmar 
surface of the right hand is covered with minute sil- 
very points, about the size of pin heads; these pa- 
tient states, are always dry, and not in the slightest 
degree itchy. Traversing the whole of the palmar 
surface of the hand are numerous fissures. 

The eruption is at present increasing, according to 
patient’s statement. 

R. Magnesiz sulphatis, 

° Son Oi cinelbecis dil., 


Inf gent —y. comp. ad, 

Signa.—“ re tablespoonful in a wine-glassful of 
water, three times a day, after meals.” 

kK. Tincture saponis viridis cum pice, iij. 

Signa.— Rub very firmly into the eruption at 
night, and wash off in the morning.” 

7th December, 1868.—Eruption improved, but 
unable to take medicine regularly, on account of 
her occupation ; therefore, ordered to discontinue pre- 
vious treatment, and procure an India-rubber glove, 
to wear it constantly for a fortnight. 

23d.—Eruption now almost entirely away. 

6th January, 1869.—Tendency to a little irrita- 
tion on the sides of the fingers, owing to the macer- 
ation of the epidermis, as the result of the continued 
use of the glove. 

11th.—Lrritation continues, therefore discontinue 
use of glove, and apply to the irritated parts a little 
benzoated zinc ointment. 

8th February.—Artificial irritation has subsided, 
and primary eruption remains in abeyance, not- 
withstanding the cessation of the use of the glove. 
Dismissed cured. 
>» CasE 4. Psoriasis Treatment by Carbolic Acid. 
—Lillias C., aged 13, school girl, was admitted at 
the Glasgow Skin Dispensary, Feb. 15th, 1869, c6m- 
plaining of an eruption on elbows and knees. 

Patient states that the disease appeared about four 
months ago on her elbows, and had lately attacked 
her knees. 

Extent and appearance of Eruption.—On the 
left elbow and extensor surfaces of the arm and fore- 
arm are situated a great number of scaly spots, pos- 
sessing somewhat of a reddish tint, whilst thickly 
interspersed amongst them are a great number of 
minute white points. The right arm and forearm 
present exactly the same appearances. On the right 
thigh and leg, principally on its outer and anterior 
surfaces, and also on the knees are numerous thickly 
set spots, varying in size, but for the most part as 
large as threepenny pieces, which are composed of 
patches of a reddish tint, covered with silvery scales. 
The left thigh and leg presents the same appearances ; 
but, in addition, the buttock of this side is covered 
With reddish spots. Patient states that the eruption 
is increasing rapidily at present, and also that at 
times, it is very itchy. Her general health is good. 
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B. Acidi carbolici eryst. Ziss. 


Glycerini, . Be 
Aque destillate, vj M. 
Signa.—“ A teaspoonful i in a wine-glass of water, 


three times a day, on an empty stomach.” 

1st March, 1869.—Has had no medicine for the 
last five days. A few new spots made their appear- 
ance after the medicine commenced ; but, eruption, 
onthe whole, decidedly improved, although there has 
been a falling off since medicine stopped. 

15th March, 1869.—No improvement; gradually 
double the dose. 

29th March, 1869.—Very great improvement since 
the dose doubled, scales falling off, and redness 
rapidly diminishing. 

This patient has not returned. 

CasE 5. Psoriasis treated with Carbolic Acid.— 
Agnes L., aged 15, factory girl, was admitted at tLe 
Glasgow Skin Dispensary on December 14, 1868. 

Patient’s mother states that the disease first made 
its appearance about 6 years ago, immediately after 
the cessation of an attack of scarlet fever; she for- 
gets in what order it appeared, but it gradually in- 
creased, until the whole body had become affected, 
when she sought for medical advice and got her 
cured. The present attack commenced about one 
month ago, appearing first on the elbows and lastly 
on the knees. 

Present appearances.—On the right elbow a round 
patch, covered with silvery scales, of about the size 
of a florin piece, is seen ; whilst scattered over th® 
forearm are small spots possessing the same charac- 
ters, and which vary in size from a pin’s head to that 
of a pea. On the left elbow a patch about three 
inches long and half-an-inch broad, also composed of 
typical silvery scales, is seen, whilst scattered over 
the whole of this forearm are numerous small spots 
exactly similar to those found on the right forearm. 

On the right knee there is found a patch covered 
with white scales, of about the size of a half-crown, 
whilst scattered over the whole of the leg are number- 
less spots, also composed of white scales; but here 
the spots are, on an average, the size of a pea. 

On the left knee and leg are found exactly the 
same appearance. 

The eruption is at present increasing rapidly, and 
is very itchy. 

Her general health is good. 

k. Acidi carbolici eryst., . gr. Ixxij. 

Aquee destillate, . . . 3xxiv. Solve. 

Signa.—“ A tablespoonful in a wine-glassful of 
water three times a day, on an empty stomach.” 

As her sister, Ann, aged 17, was reported to have 
the same disease, and her general health to be good, 
she was ordered to take the same medicine, and to 
appear at the Dispensary the following week. 

28th December, 1868.—In both the above cases 
the spots came out more rapidly for the first week, 
but none since, and the old spots and patches are 


beginning to disappear. 
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11th January, 1869.—Improvement very marked, 
especially in Agnes. 

8th February.—Very great improvement in the 
case of Agnes since her last visit ; improvement de- 
cided in the case of Ann, although not so marked, 
therefore, let Ann increase the dose to a tablespoon- 
ful and a half. 

17th March.—Agnes all but cured. Ann very 
greatly better, and disease progressing rapidly to- 
wards a cure under the increased dose. 

These patients have not returned. 


Parasiticides. 

Dr. H. S. PURDON has these remarks in the Press 
and Circular, in reference to parasiticides : 

By way of preface, the following observation of 
Kuchenmeister is here reported, viz: * Acetate of 
copper and other strong local remedies irritate the 
skin too much and accelerate the growth of the 
fungus enormously.” The only exception to which 
the above rule does not apply is in the case of blis- 
ters. Parasiticides may be divided into those derived 
from the vegetable, animal, and mineral kingdoms ; 
but, without going deeply into the subject, it may be 
briefly stated that the most valuable obtained from 
the first are iodine, creosote, carbolic acid, and 
acetic acid. The last three check the development 
of spores; creosote, according to M. Bechamp, 
although it allows the mycelium to form, prevents 
the spores from germinating. I have recently tried 
a colourless tincture of iodine containing carbolic 
acid, made by Mr. Evans, State Apothecary, Dublin, 
and think that if made stronger it will prove a valu- 
able application in time. Paraffine, turpentine, oil 
of cade, &c., are of inferior value to the above. From 
the second the only remedy of use is cantharides, 
which, when used in the form of the linimint of the 
British Pharmacopceia, quickly cuts short the dis- 
ease, especially tinea tonsurans, circinata, and alo- 
pecia acuta; it likewise stimulates the affected skin 
to take on a more healthy action. From the min- 
eral kingdom we. have mercury, especially the bi- 
chloride, chromate, nitrate, and white precipitate, sul- 
phur, borax, etc. The first has a well-earned repu- 
tation, and the chromate of murcury I am at pres- 
ent trying in tinea vesicolor, and some other forms 
of vegetable parasitic diseases; an objection to its 
use is that it does not mix with water,—indeed, it is 
insoluble in any fluid, but may be used as an oint- 
ment. I have added glycerine and rectified spirit, 
so as to er.deavor to suspend it in solution, but with- 
out success. The only way to manage is to shake 
the bottle before applying it. A useful auxiliary to 
the above remedies is in epilation, which should be 
performed in inveterate cases. Of course, constitu. 
tional treatment is of the utmost importance, qui- 
nine being our chief remedy; which substance, it is 
asserted, has the property of destroying vegetable 
growths. Dr. Binz* has found that a neutral solu- 

*® Medical Press and Circular, April, 1869. 
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tion of chlorohydrate of quinine, soluble in sixty 
times its volume of water, has the power of destroy- 
ing infusoria and fungi developed in vegetable infu- 
sions, and believes it has a peculiar antiseptic action 
different from other vegetable alkaloids. The tinc- 
ture is the best preparation for children. 

No doubt, the growth and development of a fun- 
gus is favoured by some peculiar condition of the 
system ; for example, tinea vesicolor flourishes and 
is common on the bodies of consumptive patients. 
In two cases (with the assistance of Mr. Law, now 
Professor of Veterinary Anatomy, Cornell Univer- 
sity, U. S.), I succeeded, after several failures, in 
causing the fungus taken from an apple, on which 
the echorion had been transplanted, to grow on the 
inside of a rabit’s ear, which we had previously in- 
oculated with tubercle. And in all cases of vege- 
table parasitic diseases coming under my care, I pre- 
scribe constitutional, as well as local treatment. 
Cod-liver oil, pancreatime, the syrup of iodide of 
iron, quinine, and in hospital practice salicine, being 
the remedies relied on. Mr. Jabez Hogg’st views 
confirm the therapeutical fact that parasitical affec- 
tions are rarely if ever, “cured” by’ destroying the 
parasite, but they can be eradicated by administer- 
ing appropriate tonics and alteratives which are ca- 
pable of correcting the blood dyscrasia, which tends 
to keep up the disease. 


Transmission of Non-Primary Syphilis. 
Mr. MorGAN gives the following cases in a report 
from the Lock Hospital, in the Medical Press and 
Circular : 
No. 1.—THE GRANDMOTHER. 


E. B. (Ward 5), a respectable married woman, 
was admitted June 24, 1869, suffering from well- 
marked and severe iritis of the right, and slightly of 
the* left eye, a mucous patch at the angle of the 
mouth, and extensive mucous patches over the pal- 
ate and fauces, pains in the bones, and a papular 
syphilide. Her age being sixty-eight, placed her 
beyond suspicion, and she had always been strong 
and healthy. About six months since she got a sore 
at the angle of her mouth, from her grandchild, who 
had sores at each angle, which were healing when 
the grandmother became affected ; the child at this 
time had also some eruption of papules on the skin. 
The grandmother took care of the child, washed and 
fondled it, and dates the formation of the sore mouth 
as the starting point of her affection. 

No. 2.—THE GRANDCHILD. 

The grandchild, a girl, aged nearly two years, was 
admitted the same day, suffering from a well-marked 
ulcerated patch at the anus, clusters of fine papules 
on the body, the mark of a recently healed gumma 
on the side, but the mouth perfectly healed, the 
child being otherwise the picture of health. She 
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had been in last November under my care for mu- 
cous patches at the vulva, some isolated papules 
over the body, and a mucous patch at the angle of 
the mouth, which had existed some months, and had 
caused the formation of a sore on the right breast of 
the mother, near the nipple, the cicatrix of which is 
still apparent, although she herself was suffering from 
constitutional manifestations, and had nursed no 
child but her own. 

The child was then treated non-mercurially, and 
discharged apparently cured, but shortly afterwards 
the latent taint developed itself in such a form as to 
be capable of contagion. . 


No. 3.—THE Moruer. 


The mother, a robust. young woman, married 
three and-a-half years, was admitted November 2, 
1868, with her child, above referred to. She was 
pregnant, and suffering from severe mucous patches 
of the vulva, and a papular eruption, alopecia, and 
pams. During the first year of her marriage she be- 
came pregnant, and the child was craniotomized. 
She was free from any signs of taint, and remained 
so while pregnant of this child, and it was not till it 
was about nine months old that she observed #s 
having any signs, or the sore mouth, but previous to 
the sore on the breast, she says she got the genital 
patches for which she is now admitted. She returned 
home, though not cured, much improved, and has 
since been delivered of a premature dead-born child. 
She is now (July, 1869) suffering from mucous 
patches at the genitals, and pains. 

No. 4.—THE FATHER. 

The father, a hard-working mechanic, admits that 
about two years before his marriage he had a prima- 
ry sore, but never since, and he is suffering at pres- 
ent from marked papular eruption and pains. 

This family history demonstrates some interesting 
points in the course of the disease. Thus, after four 
years, the father produces a syphilitic child, which is 
an actice source of contagion. The mother shows 
the intensifying nature of the poison by her carrying 
afirst child to its full time, and remaining herself 
healthy. Her then producing a child which, after 
some months, shows unmistakable evidences of in- 
herited poison, and is capable of transmitting con- 
stitutional syphilis to the grand-mother. Her pro- 
ducing a third child, but premature, and dead-born. 

The child proves the compatibility of constitutional 
inherited syphilis with the most robust, healthy, and 
¥ell-nourished condition of body ; the comparatively 
late development of the signs; the co-existence of 
contagious early constitutional signs with gummata 
as late developments; the possibility (according to 
the mother’s account, and warranted by the cicatrix 
of the sore, still apparent on the breast) of the child 
recommunicating a sore to its own mother. 

The grand-mother proves the capability of the 

special form of mucous buccal patch transmitting 
ihe full influence of the poison. 
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In order to test ifa primary sore could be pro- 
duced by the inoculation of this secondary discharge, 
on the 16th of July I performed auto-inoculation on 
the person of the child. The discharge from the 
patch at the anus was inoculated in the side, and 
produced a pustule, followed bya sore. The matter 
from this pustule was inoculated in the other side 
on the 20th of July, and in like manner produced a 
pustule which is evidently specific. 


A Visit to M. Nelaton. 

Some recent numbers of the Journal de Medecine 
de Bruzelles contain a communication from M. 
Delstanche, of that city, on a visit which he paid to 
M. Nelaton last autumn. The writer commenced 
his exploration speedily enough, for while waiting 
his turn in the great Surgeon’s salon he so ingratia- 
ted himself with a lady he found there, the subject 
of ovarian disease, that he obtained her permission 
to be present at the consultation. I was much sur- 
prised, he says, to hear M. Nelaton say that had this 
been a unilocular cyst he would have first tried 
iodine injection, seeing how little success has attend- 
ed this treatment in the hands of others, including 
Krassowsky, the most recent writer on the subject. 
He replied that he had perused Krassowsky’s work, 
but that Surgeon, in fact, had operated in a chance 
manner, without observing any rule, while he him- 
self followed an indication which was well-nigh cer- 
tain. After having injected a large number of these 
cysts with very various results, he came to the con- 
clusion that when the fluid is sticky and thready be- 
tween the fingers, like mucus or pus, the iodine in- 
jection has no chance of success, while when it does 
not give rise to filaments, but resembles serum or 
urine, and whatever its colour may be—pale, deep, 
or sanguinolent—there is the same chance of cure as 
in hydrocele. “TI agree,” he added, “that this is a 
somewhat empirical conclusion, but empirical means 
are not always to be disdained; and, moreover, the 
rule does not apply only to small and recent cysts, 
but has been found to hold good in those which date 
back several years, and have attained an enormous 
size. For the success of the procedure a trocar of 
not less than three millimetres in volume, and trom 
twenty to twenty-five centimetres in length, is es- 
sential.” In multilocular cysts, whatever may be 
their contents, M. Nelaton rejects injection. 

As to ovariotomy, he observed that the fact of his 
having imported it into France had been contested, 
but he had ample proof of that. How far we may 
trust academies was seen by the general cry of rep- 
robation which was raised when the operation was 
first mentioned at the Academy of Medicine, and 
when they could not find terms harsh enough to 
stigmatise this savagerie. Soon afterwards he saw 
it practised in Paris itself, and now it becomes a 
question of who has had the honour of naturalizing 
it. M.Nelaton has himself performed it sixteen 
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times, and nine times with success; and if his suc- 
cess has not been greater it must be recollected, he 
observed, that he commenced amidst the most vehe- 
ment opposition, and could only then venture upon 
cases reduced to the last extremity. Even in these 
desperate circumstances he succeeded in more than 
one half of his cases. Although one of the foremost 
to testify to the ability of the English Surgeons, he 
maintains that much of their great success depends 
upon the fact that they operate in good time before 
the development of the cyst and repeated punctures 
have produced adhesions and damaged the constitu- 
tion of the patients. Such is pre-eminently the 
practice of Spencer Wells; and now that French 
Surgeons, like M. Nelaton’s pupils, MM. Pean and 
Labbe, are beginning to follow in the same line, 
their success is not less striking. In explaining the 
poor results that had hitherto followed the perform- 
ance of the operation in Belgium, M. Nelaton ob- 
served that this might depend on various causes, 
such as the condition of the patient or that of the 
locality, as well as the mode of procedure. Of all 
operations, ovariotomy is the one in which we meet 
with the most unexpected occurrences; and to exe- 
cute it well it is necessary to have often seen it done 
and to have practised it oneself. It is by practice 
that simplification of its procedure has been attained, 
and that we have come to recognise the importance 
of things once deemed only secondary. But failure 
does not take place so much from the want of skill 
in the operator as from the constitution of the sub- 
‘jects and the vitiated atmosphere of Hospitals, death 
almost always taking place when the operation is 
performed within their walls. 

M. Delstanche had the oportunity of witnessing an 
ovariotomy and of examining four patients on whom 
it had been performed, but we have not space for 
various other of M. Nelaton’s observations on this 
subject. Numerous other topics were discussed, 
and, among these, the circumstances upon which the 


efficacy of mineral water depends. After alluding to’ 


the influence exercised by change of air, regimen, 
diversion of thought, etc., M. Nelaton observed : 
“Tthink that generally, and whatever the place 
resorted to may be, these pretended auxiliaries act 
more efficaciously than do the waters themselves. 
Not unfrequently, and that in cases in which they 
seem best indicated, I have seen patients return at 
the end of the course of waters which they have fol- 
lowed suffering more than when they went to them. 
But the Doctors arrange all this in a very agreeable 
manner. This reminds me of what the Emperor 
said to me lately. We had advised the Plombieres 
waters; he thought little of them, and it was only 
with great trouble we got him to decide. Our only 
object was to get him away from the Tuileries, where 
there is for him neither truce nor peace. His health 
was suffering from this, and at last he left. On his 
return I hastened to inquire as to his state of health 
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and the effects of the villegiature. ‘Oh! he replied, 
smiling, ‘these Doctors are charming fellows. After 
some days I found myself worse, suffering in the 
loins and limbs; and when I sent for them and in- 
formed them of what I felt they at once began con- 
gratulating me, declaring that what I experienced 
was the eflect of the waters, and was of good augury. 
I therefore resigned myself to persevere in the treat- 
ment, but the pains, in place of diminishing, in- 
creased, and I again sent for them, detailing all that 
I suffered, only again to receive their congratulations 
and the assurance that this was an effect of the water 
which I shouid hereafter recognise. Whenever I 
ventured an observation, my mouth was always 
stopped by this unanswerable argument. Really 
these Doctors are nice fellows.’ In relating the cir- 
cumstance M. Nelaton laughed heartily. ‘ He does 






































not seem to believe much more in medicine than his fi 
uncle did,’ I observed. ‘Indeed, he is not much it 
more its partisan,’ he replied.” D 
Speaking of the Prince Imperial’s illness, M. Nel- d 
aton observed that there had been a deep-seated ab- D 
scess under the gluteus minimus, which was entirely W 
raised up by it. “The hip-joint was not compro- W 
mised, but the case was none the less dangerous, and fr 
I trembled for the life of that child. It was bruited 
about that there was caries, but this happily was not of 
the case; and now the cure is quite complete, the bl 
movements of the limb beiug in no wise less assured th 
or less free than that of the opposite side.” M. Nel- th 
aton gave his visitor a particular account of his sue- - 
cessful mode of treating coxalgia before the head of Jy 
the bone has left the cavity. It consists simply in = 
the effectual and careful employment of compression J &™ 
by means of a bandage and a large quantity of wad- syt 
ding, so that effectual and elastic compression is ex- ° o 
erted on the joint in every direction without the att 
movements of the child being impeded. all, 
Alluding to his successful career, M. Nelaton re- oa 
marked : logi 
“The position of a Physician who is in the posses "re 
sion of a certain repute in a large town, and especi- this 
ally in Paris, rapidly leads to a fortune, for he is the 
| sought for not only in Paris, but by all France, and a 
indeed by entire Europe. As regards myself (be 
added, with modesty) I have been very lucky; for - 
most of the Surgeons with whom I should have had any 
to divide my gains died young, as Sanson, Berard, Bo" 
Blandin, and others, so that I was left almost with | °° 9 
out any rivals.” " esp 
In answer to the observation of his friend that tion 
homeopathy and the other variable doctrines of the iene 
day do not interfere with the Surgeon’s practice @ ‘ 
they do with that of the Physician, he observed: porta 
“It is true that homeceopathy does not reduce B cause 
fractures or operate for cataract, but nevertheless it # = manr 
yet finds means of getting at us. Take cataract for # have 
example. The Surgeon operates, but sight is nota! @ and , 








once restored, remaining feeble and uncertain, & 
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pecially during the first fortnight. Well, that is just 
the moment spied out by the homceopathist, who, 
getting hold of the patient, promises to complete the 
cure commenced by the Surgeon ; and as at last the 
vision, with time, is always more or less improved, 
he attributes, and has attributed to him, his share 
of success.” 


Venesection. 

The Edinburg Medical Journal reviews a late 
work by Dr. BRICHETAU on this interesting topic, 
and concludes thus : 

Brichetau next passes in review the various phys- 
iological effects produced by bloodletting,in virtue first, 
ofits mechanical action of depletion, by which it di- 
minishes the vital fluid, and thus weakens and en- 
feebles every manifestation of life ; and, second, of 
its somewhat more complicated but still primary 
mechanical action of denutrition, the result of the 
diminution of certain ingredients of the blood, 
mainly the globules, and the consequent interference 
with the vital chemistry of the organism—effects 
which it is impossible to separate practically the one 
from the other. He points out what was long ago 
shown to be the case by Haller, that the acceleration 
of the capillary circulation, the constant result of 
bleeding, restores a free circulation to capillaries in 
the early stage of inflammation termed stasis, but that 
this effect can only rarely be employed with benefit, 
even when directly brought to bear in local and super- 
ficial cougestions ; while, in the congestions of inter- 
nal organs, the .only real effect produced is one of 
great depletion ; an effect which may relieve certain 
symptoms, as dyspnoea, but which does so at a cer- 
tain risk to the patient, who has always to pay—and 
often dearly—for the relief obtained; which, after 
all, is only temporary. In this review, Brichetau 
states concisely, but succinctly, the various physio- 
logical effects produced by bloodletting upon the dif- 
ferent organs and functions of the body, and follows 
this up by anequally concise and succinct detail of 
the results which are thus capable of being produced 
upon diseases of different types. It is impossi- 
ble to speak too highly of the careful and unpreju- 
diced manner in which this is done; perhaps we 
might wish to modify some of the opinions expressed, 
but the points in regard to which we might desire to 
do so are comparatively few and unimportant; and 
we feel that even our own views are more likely to 
be advanced by thoroughly impregnating the profes- 
sion with those contained in Brichetau’s well-rea- 
scned pamphlet, than by cavilling upon some of the 
minor points contained in it. A little too much im- 
portance may be assigned to merely mechanical 
causes, but this is counterbalanced by the skilful 
manner in which he demolishes various fallacies which 
have too long prevailed in relation to phlebotomy , 
and we therefore cordially recommend our readers 
to make themselves masters of the facts and reason- 
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ings contained in this pamphlet ; and we feel that we 
cannot better sum up the conclusions arrived at by 
Brichetau than by quoting the words with which he 
himself takes leave of his reader :—“ If we consider,” 
he says, “ the ideas which have been put forth at dif- 
ferent periods in regard to the mechanism and the 
means by which bloodletting was supposed to cure 
diseases, our review is sufficiently discouraging. 

Hippocrates sought to evacuate the morbific matters, 
to diminish congestions, to recall or turn aside the 
blood from parts into which it ought not to intrude. 
The Methodics employed bleeding as the best relax- 
ant wherever constriction was held to predominate. 
Arateus bled boldly to facilitate the expulsion of cal- 
culi in nephritis. Galen, at one time sought by it to 
diminish plethora, at another to divert the blood or 
bring about a revulsion, or even to evacuate a por- 
tion of the morbid humor. The Mechanical phy- 
sicians employed bloodletting te disembarrass the 
bloodvessels gorged with thick and viscious blood. 
The Humoralists employed it to relieve the patient 
from his morbid humors. The school of Broussais 
hoped by it to relieve the irritated organs of the 
phlegmastic (inflammatory) element. All these di- 
verse theories have each had their day, and we are 
nowadays astonished to find that they could ever gain 
even one moment’s credence. 

“But it may be objected, that the theory upon 
which we have based the indications for bloodletting 
is likely to be just as transitory as its predecessors. 
To this we have our answer ready. All those ancient 
theories were only based upon hypotheses resting on 
more or less erroneous ideas, but modern science 
rests upon two bases which can defy criticism : anal- 
ysis and experiment. There is certainly still much 
to be done. The composition of the blood is not 
fully known; the mechanism of the circulation is 
not yet clearly made out ; nevertheless, we have cer- 
tain positive facts to go upon. Clinical medicine, 
which at various times has anticipated the results of 
experiment, finds in modern researches a confirma- 
tion of that prudent treatment it has adopted, and 
we believe that bleeding, not systematically excluded 
from practice, but reserved for certain exceptional 
cases, will never again recover that omnipotent posi- 
tion which it formerly enjoyed. 

_ “This is how we think the question of bleeding 
ouglit to be regarded. The blood, whose composi- 
tion has only been studied during recent years and 
since the labors of French hematologists, and which, 
we repeat, is even yet but very imperfectly known, is 
the chief element of our organism. The blood is 
liquid flesh, said Bordeu. The blood lives, says Vir- 
chow. We cannot, therefore, abstract with impunity 
a certain quantity of blood from a healthy man, and 
still less from a sick one. Formerly, disease was 
looked upon as a new entity added to the organism, 
and upsetting all its laws. Nowadays we know it to 
be a mere disturbance, and that the organism is sub- 
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ject to the same laws whether it be well or ill. If 
bleeding be capable of producing certain effects—and 
we think we have sufficiently proved this—it will 
produce these effects in disease as well as in health. 
The physician ought to know that, in certain condi- 
tions, the smallest abstraction of blood may produce 
destructive results, and he ought not to waste the 
vital fluid as a matter of pure precaution, or as a 
primary and merely routine step in the treatment of 
every disease, as was formerly the case. This ope- 
ration ought to be deliberately weighed, because the 
indications for it must always comprise two things— 
the local and the general condition—and the former 
must be always subordinated to the latter. If bleed- 
ing be, as we love to term it, a heroic remedy, we 
must remember that it may be also a dangerous one $ 
because it may debilitate the patient and disturb the 
free and natural evolution of the malady. In certain 
cases, a bleeding made a propos acts marvellously ; 
but its influence is transitory—is not lasting—and we 
must not have recourse to it too often. Bloodletting, 
far from being banished from medicine, ought to be 
regarded as one of its most efficacious resources ; 
but one which, surrounded by dangers, must be em- 
ployed with precaution. As a rule of practice, it 
must never be practiced lightly, nor without the 
most serious consideration.” 





Reviews and Book Notices. 


The Jurisprudence of Medicine in its Relation 
to the Law of Contracts, Torts, and Evidence, 
with a Supplement on the Liabilities of Vendors 
of Drugs. By Jonn OrpRoNAvX, L. L. D., M. 
D., Professor of Medical Jurisprudence: in Co- 
lumbia College, New York, ete., (T. & J. W. 
JOHNSON & Co.) 1 vol. 8 vo. cloth, pp. 310. 
Price, $3.50. For sale by GEORGE MACLEAN, 
No. 719 Sansom Street, Philadelphia. 

We welcome this book as one most opportune and 
useful. Hardly a month passes in a physician’s life 
that he is not at a loss to know something concern- 
ing his legal relations to his patients, to his profes- 
sional associates, or to his apothecary. Hitherto 
there has been no work whatever which would give 
him such information; but now, this excellent 
volume of Dr. ORDRONAUX will rarely leave him 
uncertain. 

It is divided into four parts. The first is on the 
rights, remedies, and liabilities of physicians. It 
treats of the status of physicians in the eye of the 
law, the nature and obligations of the tacit contract 
they make w ith a patient when tey undertake his 
case, how and when they can and cannot collect 
their fees by action, what liabilities they incur by 
malpractice, and by introducing contagious diseases 
into families, what responsibilitias they assume in 
Jaw in insanity cases, and the legal powers of medi- 
cal societies. 
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The second part treats of Medical Evidence, what 
constitutes an “expert,” and what claim an expert 
has to compensation beyond ordinary skilled testi- 
mony. A chapter is devoted to evidence in cases of 
alleged insanity, and another presents all the statutes 
of the different States regulating the status of phy- 
sicians. 

The third part on “The Ethics of Medicine” 
contains the Hippocratic oath and the Code of Ethics 
of the American Medical Association. 

The fourth part on the Jurisprudence of Pharmacy 
contains a discussion of the liabilities of vendors of 
drugs and manufacturing chemists, their responsi- 
bility for adulterations and mistakes, the subject of 
the renewal of prescriptions without authority, and 
the publication of prescriptions. 

We think that this exhibit of the contents of the 
book will show its great value to almost every phy- 
sician, and when we add that the author avoids legal 
technical terms, and writes in a clear business style, 
probably most of our readers will make a note of 
the book as worth their money. 

One point, we observe, Dr. ORDRONAUX entirely 
omits, and that an important one. It is the legal 
questions arising in the sale or transfer of physicians’ 
practices from one to another. This has been the 
subject of several suits in our courts recently, and 
we hope in his next edition he will give a chapter to 
its consideration. 





——NATURAL STEAM, Hor AnD Cotp BATus, 
—The natural bathing facilities at the California 
Geysers make the locality one of the most popular 
resorts on the Pacific coast. The ordinary bathing 
establishment is a featurein its way. It is primitive 
in its construction, being built of rough boards, and 
portionsof it covered with gunny sacks, yet contains 
natural steam, hot water and cold water baths. One 
room is directly over a volume of steam, which rises 
from the earth and fills the room, so that upon first 
entering it the heat and steam are almost unbear- 
able; butin a few seconds become quite comfortable, 
and in a short time are luxurious. . The bather, 
having steamed himself sufficently, two steps brings 
him_ beneath a stream of hot water, which pours 
through the roof in a continual volume, and is of 
just bearable heat. Having steamed and boiled, the 
bather steps a few feet and plunges into the running 
brook, which is waist deep, with pure water, cool 
and fresh from the mountains above. The effect of 
this course of bathing is to leave the bather refreshed 
and invigorated in a wonderful degree. Separate 
establishments are erected for ladies, and with the 
same facilities. , 

—In Madison, N. J., recently, while Dr. Va¥ 
WAGONER was attending two ladies, one of whom 
had an arm broken by a runaway accident, he came 
near losing his own life by a similar cause. 
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aa” Medical Society and Clinical Réports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 


«7 To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 80 as to require little revision. 


We particularly valué the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfullv belongs to the profession. 


TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The 2ist volume of the MEDICAL AND SuR- 
GICAL REPORTER began on July 3rd. A 
large number of subscriptions are due from 
that date, and we look to a prompt response 
to the bills already sent out and being sent.— 
Our bills always call for PAYMENT IN AD- 
VANCE. 


We can still supply a few complete sets or 
volumes from the commencement, bound or un- 
bound. They should be applied for soon, as 
they will soon be exhausted. 


A POPULAR ERROR. 

The hygienic advice given gratuitously by 
editors of country newspapers, and of city 
ones, too, for that matter, is usually of about 
the same value that advice is on any other 
topic of which their ideas are equally vague. 
Our friend, Dr. SNow, of Providence, R. I., 
upon whom we have often drawn in our edi- 
torial remarks, supplies us with a text here 
also. 

In the last monthly registration report of 
Providence, R. I., he calls attention to the in- 
creased number of deaths during the hot month, 
and mentions how often at this season we are 
treated to cautions in the newspapers against 
the use of fruits and vegetables, and are called 
upon to believe that the increase of mortality 
which always occurs, during hot weather, is 
almost wholly caused by eating them. It is 
quite likely that eating unripe and wilted fruit 
and vegetables causes disturbance in the stom- 
ach and sickness; but it is of a temporary 
character, and would generally cure itself if 
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no other cause was present. It is well to use 
caution in the selection of fruit and vegetables, 
avoiding those that are wilted and decayed; 
but it is not well to be unnecessarily troubled 
and frightened about them, and it is still 
worse to avoid them altogether. 

The slightest examination of the causes of 
death shows that fruit and vegetables have 
almost no influence whatever in the mortality 
reported from summer complaints. Nearly all 
the decedents from these causes are very young 
children who do not eat fruit and vegetables 
at all. All but five of the decedents from sum- 
mer complaints, in Providence, in July, were 
undér two years of age, and only two of the 
whole number were over four years of age. 

In certain seasons, when epidemic cholera 
may be present, and when the systems of the 
people may be prepared for disease, by the 
poisoned air they breathe, it is possible that 
wilted fruit and vegetables may be the exciting 
causes of fatal sickness; but even then the air 
that is breathed is more truly the cause of 
death than the food that is eaten. In ordinary 
seasons, when no epidemic is present, im- 
pure air causes a thousand fold more mortality 
than fruit and vegetables. In fact, it is proba- 
ble that total abstinence from fruit and vege- 
tables by the whole community would produce 
more fatal sickness than the most unlimited 
indulgence in them. The safest rule is, how- 
ever, temperance in all things. 

This rule, with a care not to allow any such 
complaint to run on without attention, will 
usually preserve the health even better at this 
season of the year than at any other. 

It is well known to those who treat the com- 
plaints of elderly people, that they are less 
severe during the hot months than at any 
other time. In fact, an observation of over 
50,000 cases of persons, over sixty, proves that 
during the months of July and August the 
mortality is only one-half of that during Jan- 
uary and February. 

Hence, the advantage of a warm climate 
for aged persons. We think, that as arule, if 
they pass a winter or two in a warm climate, 
it will lengthen their days a decade. 


THE MEXICAN SNAKE PLANT. 
We clip the following extract from one of 
the daily papers of this city, as it is worthy of 
a brief commentary : 


By telegraphic despatches it appears that General 
Lesca has been poisoned. The probability is that 





he will live but become insane. The decoction by 
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which he has been thrown in this sad plight, it is 
certain-was the same by which the interesting widow 
of the unfortunate Emperor Maximilian was thrown 
from the domain of reason into the depths of lunacy. 

To us this unfortunate widow has always appeared 
like S ’s Ophelia, who, with darkened 
mind, strewed flowers onthe stream. This poison 
which maddens without bringing death to its victim, 
is derived from an herb which grows in Cuba, South 
America and a few places in Mexico. The plant is 


one of the most wonderful of nature’s productions. | 
lant in many of its fea- | 


It resembles the century 
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| of the faculties, is unknown, but it is prob- 
able. But General Lxsca and the unforta- 
nate Empress CARLOTTA had cause enough 
in the troubles, losses, and excitements they 
experienced to drive them mad without the 


| aid of the coazthuitl. 


| ——_ --—__- @ —___ 
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tures. Like the century plant it is a member of the | 


cactus family; still further it blooms once in many | 
The sorcerers, or | 


years and at regular intervals. 
medicine men, take the buds of this singular plant, 
and, first ‘roasting, place them in a pot with sweet 
oil over a fire, and dance around with strange cere- 
monies till the oi] and juice of the herb mingle, when 
they cease their strange incantations, and pour the 
decoction, then resembling honey, into shallow plates, 
from which, after the lapse of a few days, it is again 
taken and kept in miniature jars. 

The poison, when taken in sufficient quantity, 
first places the brain in a delightful delirium, re- 
sembling that produced by fusil oil; this is suc- 
ceeded in a few days, by an uncontrolable apathy 
which at last culminates in insanity, in which the 
patient is at times strangely rational, then wildly in- 
‘sane, and again rational, but greatly exhilarated. 
This poison is not destroyed by being mingled in 
victuals before being subjected to heat, but its imme- 
“diate effects are slightly deadened. They are sure 
to appear, however, in the lapse of time; this is the 
‘manner in which the poison is generally adminis- 
tered. 

When the victim is of no great influence, and it is 
improbable that he can turn upon his poisoner, the 
decoction is administered in a glass of wine or a cup 
wf cocoa. The poison manifests itself shortly, and 
in the course of a week all the various phases of 
the delirium appear. The sad fate of the Empress 
Carlotta is known to all, but this description of the 
poison, from what it is derived, and how it acts, may 
aid in forming a more correct appreciation of the 


horrible troubles to which she is subject. General | . 
Lesca has been poisoned by the same herb, and is | 


now subject to the same freaks of insanity as the 
Empress Carlotta. 


There is enough of the canard and the sen- | 


sational in this paragraph to condemn it at 
once in the minds of most scientific men, but 


it is founded on atruth. Se none vero,e ben | 
trovato. The plant referred to is called in the | 


Aztec tongue olinhiqgui or coaxihuitl, which 
means “the snake plant,’’ and was freely 


used by the medicine men, or priests, to induce | 


a species of temporary insanity, or divine 
frenzy, in which they saw visions and pre- 
dicted the future. The practice is referred to 
by Dr. D. G. BRINTON in his Myths of the New 
World, p. 273, and a number of other plants 
having similar properties and used for similar 
purposes, are mentioned. 

Whether the administration of the active 
principle of the plant, for some length of 
time,would not produce permanent impairment 


THERAPEUTICAL BULLETIN.* 
Compiled by Geo. H. Narueys, M. D. 
No. 23. 


This column will contain each week a collection of the 
Recipes, remarkable for their novelty and elegance, now 
in use by prominent practitioners, as recommended by 
them in recent lectures at College and Hospital Clinics, 
and at meetings of Medical Societies, in newly pubiished 
monographs and systematic treatises, and in the current 
medical periodicals of this country and Europe. It will 
include formule for hypodermic injections, for inhala- 
tions, for rectal and vaginal suppositories, for ointments, 
lotions, collyria, etc,. etc. 

This selection will be such that each prescription will 
commend itself, both by its intrinsic merits, and by the 
authority of the name of the ay by whom origi- 
nated or employed. It is designed to give only the latest 
and best approved therapeutical expressions of ths pro- 
| fession—to aftord a periscope of the remedial measures re- 
sorted to by eminent living physicians. 

It is proposed, hereafter, to classify these formule, and 
issue them in book form 


Formule Employed in the Diseases of Children. 


It is proposed to bring together, under this head, recipes 
used in affections occurring during infancy and childhood. 
The art of prescribing for children is an important one. 
It is highly desirable, in such prescriptions, to avoid bulky 
and disagreeable combinations. Certain dangerous reme- 
dies and doses are also to be guarded against. 


Treatment of Rheumatism. 





WILLIAM AITKEN, M. D., EDINBURGH. 


204, KR. Hydrargyrichloridi mitis, gr. v. 
Pulveris jalape comp., Dij-3j. 
Pulveris zingiberis, gr. iij-v. M. 

This powder to be taken in a little milk at the 
commencement of rheumatic fever. It will secure 
an abundant secretion from the glandular follicles 
of the intestinal mucous membrane. The daily 
| evacuation of the bowels is then to be maintained 
by salines, such as Rochelle or Epsom salts. 

205. RK. Veratrie, 

Extracti opii, aa. gr.j. M. 

| Forten pills, Take two the first day, three the 
| second, four the third, five the fourth, and so on, in- 
creasing one pill each day, until the condition of the 
pulse or the irritation of the mucous membrane 
compels a diminution. 





* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 
1869, by Geo. H. Nararys, M. D., in the Clerk’s office of 
the District Court for the Eastern District of Penn’a. 

N. B.—This copyright is not intended to prevent medi- 
cal journals publishing these articles, but only their being 
issued in book form, 








a — ll lo 


ae @2f oe 4 


August 28, 1869.] 


206. RK. Pulveris guaiaci, 
Pulveris rhei, 
Potassz bitartratis, 
Sulphuris sublim., = aa. 
Pulveris nucis moschatz, 
Mellis, 


3i- 
3i- 


Tbj. 
Misce bene. 
Of this compound, two large spoonsfull are to be | 
taken night and morning. It is used in some large 
hospitals, both civil and military, in the treatment of 
old chronic cases. The beneficial effects of guaiacum 
are obtained in those cases which are unaccompanied 
by perspiration, and in which the excreting organs 
are gently excited by this drug. When, however, 
there is already free diaphoresis, and when it neither 
purges nor acts as a diuretic, very little benefit may 
be expected from it. 
Tuomas Kine CHAMBERS, M. D., Erc. LONDON. 


Our author calls rheumatic fever “a pleasant disease 
for the doctor to treat, though not for the patient to 
bear,” and gives a very simple, uniform plan of treat- 
ment, which, he states, hardly ever requires modifi- 
cation. 

Bedding.—The patient’s bed is made in a peculiar 
fashion. No linen should touch the skin. A slight 
calico shift or shirt may be allowed; but if the pa- 
tients possess underclothing, only of the prohibited 
sort, they are better naked. Even a linen front to 
the shirt is dangerous. The sheets should be removed 
and the body carefully wrapped in blankets, the 
newest and fluffiest that can be got. The head is 
to be carefully protected from currents of air. 

Fomentations.—Those joints or limbs which are 
swollen, red, or painful are to be wrapped up in 
flannels, soaked either in hot water or in a decoction 
of poppy heads, with half an ounce of carbonate of 
soda to each pint. 

Curative Drugs.—If the skin is red, swollen and 
painful about the joints, if motion is impossible or 
the cause of exquisite suffering, and especially if 
these phenomena are metastatic, then the “ alkaline | 
treatment ” is employed, as follows: 

207. K. Potasse bicarbonatis, di. | 

Aque camphore, £33). 

For one dose, to be repeated every three hours, | 
day, or night, when awake. | 

If, however, the above symptoms are insignificant, | 
and the pain is felt more in the bones, being intensi- 
fied by pressure rather than by motion, and fixed | 
not metastatic, then two grains of the iodide of po- | 
tassium are to be added to each dose. So soon as the | 
symptoms take a favorable turn, the alkali is to be 
omitted altogether and only the iodide of potassium 
given. 

Palliatives.—Opium is to be administered in 
amounts proportionate to the subjective sensation of 
pain—from one to two grains ata dose. Immedi- 
ately upon the relief of the pain, the quantity is di- 
minished. 

Pure opium, in the pill, and the tincture are the best 
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preparations, If the pain remain fixed in one joint, 
after it has left other places, leeches are to be applied 
there and the part kept poulticed. Bruised laurel 
leaves may be mixed with the poultice. If the heart 
become affected, leeches and poultices are to be ap- 
plied to the cardiac region. 

‘ Diet.—The food is to be varied to some extent by 
the social and personal state of the patients. If they 
have been hearty and well-to-do persons before the 
attack, simple diet is proper, i. e., bread and butter, 
gruel and tea. If they have been ill-nourished, a 
pint of broth or of beef-tea is added. Meat, even 
during convalescence often does harm, seeming to 
turn into lactic acid. Vegetable food should be 
pretty closely adhered to in order to avoid a relapse- 


J. M. DaCosta, M: D. 


208. RK. Ammonii bromidi, 
Tincture aurantii corticis, 
Aque, 


ax 
ijss. M. 

A dessertspoonful every three hours, excepting at 
night. In acute rheumatic fever the beneficial in- 
fluence of the bromide of ammonium is undoubted. 

Over the pains and aches of chronic rheumatism 
this remedy also exerts an unquestionable control; 
but in chronic rheumatism it is decidedly inferior to 
iodide of potassium. But slight amelioration follows 
its use in persistent swelling of the joints of rheu- 
matic origin and more in rheumatism due to a vene- 
rial taint. 


Hypodermic Injection. 
209. KR. Atropiz sulphatis, gr. 1-50. 
Aquee destillate, m.x. M. 

For one injection, to be thrown under the skin, in 
certain forms of muscular rheumatism, particularly 
wry neck, over or into the rigid parts To be repeated 
once a day. Sometimes the most marked and 
speedy relief follows this treatment, after ordinary 
remedies have failed. 


210. R. : 
£5}j- 
gr. a 


aM. 
Teaspoonful three times a day, after meals, in 
muscular rheumatism. 
211. RK. Potasse carbonatis, 
‘“  acetatis, 
Vini colchici seminis, 
Syrupi tolu., 
Aque, 


Potassii iodidi, 

Vini colchici radicis, 
Morphiz sulphatis, 
Syrupi, 

Aque, 


gr. x. 


«: M0. 
For one dose ter die, in lumbago, the following 
liniment to be rubbed in night and morning. 
212. R. Chloroformi f3ss. 
Linimenti ammoniz, fZjss. 
™ saponis, ij. M. 
In: a week or ten days, after the pain has subsided, 
apply— 
215. 


R. Emplastri icis cum contharide, 


ni aa. equal parts. 
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214. K. Tincture guaiaci, f.Zij. 
Vini colchici radicis, f.5ij. 
Potassz bicarbonatis, iv. 
Syrupi aurautii corticis, f.%ij. 

A desertspoonful in water, ter die, in rheumatic 
arthritis. Also have the joints wrapped in cotton, 
and painted morning and evening with equal parts 
of tincture of iodine and alcohol until they become 
sore. Sulphur baths are beneficial. Small blisters 
are also of service in the neighborhood of the joints, 
frequently repeated and occasionalty dressed with— 


215. BR. Morphi acetatis, gr. 3. 
Pulveris mararite, gr. i. 


Arsenic is an excellent remedy in. rheumatic 
arthritis. It may be administered as follows: 

216. RB. Liq. potasse arsenitis, git. v. 

Potassii iodidi, gr. Vv. 
Syrupi, f.3j. 
For one dose, ter die, between meals in water. 
Pror. AUSTIN FLINT, NEW YORK. 

The tincture of aconite applied to the parts in 
acute articular rheumatism affords marked relief. 
Extension of the limbs, by means of an apparatus 
for that purpose, or by simply a cord, pulley and 
weight, in order to*relieve the pressure of the articu- 
lated surfaces upon each other, has been tried with 
success, in some cases, at Bellevue Hospital. 


C. HANDFIELD Jones, M. B., CANTAB. ETC., 
LonpDon. 
217. K. Potassii iodidi, 
Ammonii muriatis, 
Vini colchici radicis,. 
Tincture opii, 
Infusi gentiane comp., ss. 
For one dose, ter die, in muscular rheumatism. 
THOMAS HAWKES TANNER, M. D., F. L. S., ETC., 
LONDON. 
218. RK. Ammonie muriatis, gr. Xv. 
Liq. ammonie acetatis, — f3ss. 
Aque camphore, f3iijss. M 
For one dose. To be taken in three tablespoons- 
ful of water, every four hours. Useful in some va- 
rieties of rheumatism in which the fibrin of the blood 
is in excess. The efficacy of this prescription is 
increased by giving two drachms of cream tartar, in 
half a pint of water, early in the morning. 


Massachusetts State Board of Health. 

The Governor, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Executive Council, has appointed the follow- 
ing named gentlemen as a Board of Health; Henry 
I. Bowditch, Boston; George Derby, do. ; Robert 
L. Davis, Fall River; Richard Frothingham, Jr., 
Charlestown; P. Emory Aldrich, Worcester; War- 
ren Sawyer, Boston; Wm. C. Chapin, Lawrence. 
The duties of the Board and the number of meetings, 
with the compensation of the members, are defined 
in the following sections of the act creating the office : 

Section 2. The Board shall take cognizance of the 
nterests of health and life among the citizens of this 








commonwealth. They shall make sanitary investiga- 
tions and inquiries in respect to the people, the 
causes of disease, and especially of epidemics and the 
sources of mortality and the effects of localities, em- 
ployments, conditions and circumstances, on the 
public health; and they shall gather such information 
in respect to those matters as they may deem proper, 
for diffusion among the people. They shall advise 
the government in regard to the location of any 
public institutions. They shall in the month of 
January make report to the Legislature of their 
doings, investigations and discoveries during the year 
ending December thirty-first, with such suggestions 
as to legislative action as they may deem necessary. 


Sect. 3. The Board shall meet at the State House’ 


once in three months, and as much oftener as they 
may deem expedient. No member except the Sec- 
retary shall receive any compensation, but the actual 
personal expenses of any member while engaged in 
the duties of the Board, shall be allowed and paid. 
Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Board, and 
they are hereby instructed, to examine into and 
report what in their best judgment is the effect of 
the use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage, upon 
the industry, prosperity, happiness, health and lives 
of the citizens of the State. Also, what additional 
legislation, if any, is necessary in the premises. 
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Slovenly Prescriptions. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

When such a prescription as the following—pre- 
sumably prepared for publication with some care— 
may be read in print, is a word of protest out of 
place? What an accumulation of horrors would not 
a druggists’ file disclose ! 

k. Ol Cubebs, 
Bals, Copaiba 


Spts Turpent, 
Spts Nitre Dule, 


Yet this is no exaggritidi:dwiknets, a ‘ee of 
almost any medical periodical; and it happens too 
often to be laid at compositor’s or proof-reader’s door. 
Though it is intelligible enough, I am afraid to say 
at the outset, just how many errors there are that 
could have been avoided with a little care. Let us 
see. 

In the first place, it is not Latin. This, however, 
is no serious objection ; for, though it is customary, 
in our presumedly learned profession, to use, in 
these cases, the common language of scholars, ye 
this is really rather a matter of taste than of neces- 
sity, and, moreover, the writer of the above may 
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August 28, 1869. | Corres 
have had good reasons for intending to use English. 
But, secondly, and, unfortunately, neither is it Eng- 
lish. It is a miserable hybrid—a bastard—neither 
“flesh, fowl, nor good red herring.” The names of 
some of the articles are not to be found in our phar- 
macopeeia, as Latin nor English designations. The 
absurdity becomes comical in the direction. How, 
for instance, would “ cochlear magnum three times a 
day” sound? Yet, it is not one whit more ridicu- 
lous than “tablespoonfal ter die.” Again, is “q. s- 
for Zvi” any better than “enough ad Zvi” would be? 
Many physicians would have put ‘‘q.s. ad Zvi.” 
We all know what this means, but I defy the best 
linguist in the world to make “quantum sufficiat 
ad fluiduncias sex” mean what is intended, or to 
parse this morsel of dog-latin by any known rules of 
grammar. If the sentence were translatable, it 
would read: ‘ Any quantity (of mucilage under- 
stood) that may be sufficient, up to (i. e. not exceed- 
ing) six fluid ounces (of mucilage).” * 

The punctuation reminds one of the professor’s 
lucid demonstration of the dorsal muscles: —“ Gen- 
tlemen, the fourth and fifth layers were shot out of 
a gun; pick them out to suit yourselves.” The 
mysteries of comma and colon, and the rest, should 
not be attempted until it has been learned, at least, 
that the full stop marks an abbreviation as well as 
the end of a sentence. In the above, most of the 
marks of punctuation are either omitted or inge- 
niously misplaced. Thus “R.” for “recipe,” is an 
abbreviation; “” is not ; it isa sign or symbol , 
of the same class, typographically speaking, as *, 1, 
§, 3, or 3; like the signs of the Zodiac, for instance, 
or those used by zoologists to mark the sex, etc., of 
their specimens. The best usage is against the em- 
ploy of the . in such cases. On the other hand, “aa” 
is (or is meant to be) an abbreviation ; it should be 
“aa.” or aa, the bar or vinculum indicating continu- 
ity of two extremes whereof the connective is not 
expressed. So, also, ss. or ss; but not these letters 
without one or the other of the signs ; so, again, “ p. 
r.n.” or “pro re nataé,” but not “prn” or “pro, 
re. nata,” not even though the Chinese hat over the 
a does look highly classic! As to the use of commas, 
more latitude is allowable, and much may be left to 
individual preference. Writing out the implied 
sentences will generally be a safe guide; thus: 
“Take of Oil of Cubeb, four fluidrachms; of Oil of 
Copaiba,” ete. On this principle, the full name of 
each article should be followed by a comma, and 
each line of the prescription, except the last, should 
end with a semi-colon instead of a full stop; the 
lines, nevertheless, still beginning with a capital let- 
ter, because the words are virtually proper names. 

Though giv and fZiv are different things, a 
druggist of reasonable intelligence would here use 
his graduate instead of his scales; but why not 
write fZiv if fgiv is meant? A prescription is 
Supposed to be an absolute guide; nothing is to be 
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guessed at, or taken for granted; the least thing 
left to the dispenser’s sagacity is the entering wedge 
of evils innumerable. In the above case, however, 
we will suppose the apothecary has divined the doc- 
tor’s idea, and even got over that wonderful “q. s. 
for Zvi”; in short, that he has “taken” of the sev- 
eral ingredients the desired quantities. What is he 
to do with them? He may hand them over his 
counter in five separate bottles, for anything that the 
prescription says to the contrary. But supposing he 
falls back on his intellect again; mentally supplies 
“M.” and “mixes,” what is he going to do with the 
directions that follow? He (probably) has no occa- 
sion to take the mixture himself; shall he give di- 
rections, verbally, to the bearer, to be repeated by 
him, and so run abundant risk of subsequent mis- 
understanding; or, still worse, shall he tell the 
bearer how to take the mixture, upon the gratuitous 
assumption that this is the individual who has gon- 
orrhoea? Probably he does neither, but sensibly 
labels the bottle in plain English. I should imag- 
ine however, that he had by this time fairly earne d 
more than the price of his drugs by his expenditure 
of brain-work. 

Now, I know all this has nothing to do with the 
efficacy of the prescription, and that it may seem 
like hair-splitting to discourse about it. But there 
is a right and a wrong way of going about most 
things; a neat and a slovenly way of writing pre- 
scriptions. The physician, who habitually leaves 
out “M.,” for instance, may some day write 
“R. Morph. Sulph. gr. x.—dose, at bedtime”—only 
forgetting to put in “div. in chts. no.”—which would 
be awkward, unless the druggist kept him out of the 
scrape. Such a one would be very apt to go from 
the dissecting to the lying-in room without washing 
his hands. No friendly apothecary in such case! 
The physician who visits with dirty nails, stubbly 
chin, unblacked boots, anda rip down the back seam 
of his coat, may cure as many patients as any other ; 
but it does not follow that a clean person and neat 
dress are not desirable. I suspect the latter pay best 
in the long run. Slovenly prescriptions are no ex- 
ception to a general rule. 

I submit, Messrs. Editors, that the following 
is an improvement on the above—provided your 
compositor does not put a typographical beam in the 
eye that is looking after motes in other peoples’! 

R Ol. Cubebee, 

Ol. Copaib, 

Ol. Terebinth., 

Sp. ther. Nitr., ; 
Mucil. Acaciz, Siv 

M. Sig. “Tablespoonful three times 

—, N.C. Yours truly, 

——Liesi@ is to have the Albert M edal of 
the Society of Arts. 


—tThe German Hospital Bazaar produced 
more than £3,000. 


a day.” 
E. C. 
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[Notices inserted in this column gratis, ony are solicited 
From all parts of the ccuntry ; Obituary Notices and Resolu- 
tions of Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to a line.] 


MARRIED. 


Briccs—WRaAyY. On Thursday, August 12, at the resi- 
dence of the bride’s parents, by the Rev, M. W. Jacobus, 
D. D., Clinton Briggs, of Chicago, and Miss SarahJ., only 
daughter of Dr. R. Wray. 


Heeer—Witcox. At St. John’s Church, Somerville, 
N. J., on the 16th instant, by the Rt. Rev. W. H. Oden- 
heimer, D. D., Bishop of New J a by assisted by the Rev. 
John Rowland, Doctor A. Heger, U. S. Army, and Caro- 
line Wilcox, daughter of N. A. Jennings, of Phila. 


PIERSONS—OSBORNE. On Wednesday, August 11, by 
the Rev. Dr. Draper, at St. Andrew’s Church, Harlem, 
> % Piersons, M. D., and Annie J. Osborne, all of New 

ork. 


Oris—Por On August 17, at Trinity Church, George- 
town, D. C., by the Rev. B. A. Maguire, S. J., Dr. George 
A. Otis, Assistant Surgeon and Bvt. Lieut. Col. U.S. A., 
and Genevieve, youngest daughter of the late George 


Poe, Jr,, of Georgetown. 

OsTRANDER—DEWITT. On_ the 14th instant, in 
Pittston, Pa., by the Rev. N. G. Parke, Walter M. Ostran- 
der, M. D., of Danville, Pa., and Miss Annie DeWitt, of 
Pittston, Pa. 


DIED. 


MoRRIs0N. August 3 ye at his residence in Greens- 


r. John Morrison, aged 72. 


Bake. In Pittsburg, Pa., August 5, 1869, John C. Barr, 
only child of Dr. A. M. and Sarah D. Barr. 

Grovarp. At the residence of his parents, Allegheny 
eity, Pa., August 11, Samuel Shackford, infant son of 
Dr. J. H. and Mrs. Amelia M. Grouard aged 9 months 
and 24 days. 

Jackson. At Geneva, N. Y., August 16, Henry J. 
Jackson, M. D., late of this city, and son of Luther Jack- 
son, aged 39 years. 

Moszes. Of dysentery, at Montvale Springs, Blount 
eounty, Tenn., August 9, 1369, Sallie Overton, only child 
of Dr. Samuel D. and Bettie Overton Moses, aged 10 
months and 8 days. ’ 

PatTTERson. August 8, 1869, at Clifton, Green county, 
Ohio, Lizzie H., wite of Dr. J. F. H. Patterson, aged 26 
years. 

Also, at the same place, July 31, Nannie, infant daugh- 
ter of Lizzie H. and Dr. J. F. H.’ Patterson. 


——~- @---— —-—-___ 


WORDS OF CHEER. 

A subscriber in New Mexico writes: ‘‘ I would as soon 
mise one meal a day as to lose the Reporter, as I con- 
sider it the best medical journal out.” 

Dr. J. H. 8., of Ohio, writes: ‘‘ During the last thirty 
years I have been taking some of the most prominent 
journals published in this country, but have found none 
80 refreshing, or any that meets the wants of the country 
practitioner so well as the REPORTER. 

Dr. W. H. N., N. ¥.—** I would rather be cold or hungry, 
or even both, than be without the REPORTER.” 


- - ->— 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Messrs. Epirors: I submit to you the following case 
for your advice in treatment: 

Patient's age, 28. Had good health until 1858, when an 
abscess formed two inches to the right of and two inches 
below the navel, which was lanced and discharged a great 
deal of pus. This abscess remained open for nine months, 
then closed and opened again in one year, remaining open 
only a few weeks, but has given no trouble since. S ortly 
after, a swelling came in the left groin, which soon opened 
and remained so for three or four months, and then closed 
for the same length of time, and so continued alternately 
opened and closed for about two years, when she was at- 


burg, Pa., of apoplexy, 


Miscellaneous. 
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tacked with typhoid fever. It then closed and remained so 
tor three years, but has been opened most of the time since, 

Patient has been married about four years, and has one 
child two years old. 

She came under my care a year ago. Upon examination 
found the opening about the middle and under Poupart’s 
ae, Introduced a probe upward and backward 
about six inches, it striking some hard substance, but not 
denuded bone. She was nursing her child ; was quite 
weak but able to work some. The fistule would frequently 
close for a week or so, giving pain in left limb and back. 

I treated her with tonics. Kept the fistule open with 
sponge tent, and injected through a gum catheter, a solu- 
tion of sul. zinc gr. xv to one ounce water at first ; 


late} 
have used a weaker solution, two grains to one onuaeek 


water. 
Present condition.—General health good ; fistule stil] 
open to the same depth and discharging but little. I have 
been giving her chlorate of potassa, gr. xx. three times a 
day, which she seemed to think brought on her monthly 
periods quite often, and she has omitted it. 

Yours respectfully, W. J. McH. 


Dr. 8S. C. P., of T'l.—Allow me, as a subscriber, to make 
these queries: ‘‘ How can the nausea caused so often b 
the administration of the salts of morphia be obviated, 
and which salt do you deem least objectionable in this 
soar 2”? “ What is your opinion of the new preparation 
called ‘Svapnia?’” ‘* When will the new edition of the 
U. 8. Dispensatory appear?” ‘‘ When can we probably 
have ‘ Naphey’# Therapeutical Bulletin’ in book form ?” 
‘‘ From what publishing house can medical works in the 
German language be had ’’”’ 

Ans. The aceitate of morphia with an excess of acetic 
acid seems to create least nausea. 

We have used svapnia, but too little to speak with con- 
fidence of it. 

The next edition of the U. S. Dispensatory is expected 
next year. : 

Dr. Naphey’s Therapeutical Bulletin will be published 
in book form about December. 

You can obtain German medical books thrcugh Mr. E. 
Steiger, N. Y. city, publisher and importer. 


Dr. J. H. &., of Indiana.—You are right in holding 
aloof from any advertising quack, no matter what his 
pretensions. 


Dr. T. C. Ly of Pa.—Artificial eyes can be obtained 
from this city. They cost from $8.00 to $12.00, best make. 


Dr. A. B. L., of Ind.—The college we recommend is tha 
at Detroit. You can address the dean, “ Dean of Detroit 
College of Pharmacy.” We think you will find it a good 
one. 


Dr. Hi. L. 0., of Pa.—We know of no recent work pub- 
lished in this coun on thermometry of disease which 
will suit you. If Wunderlich has been published we 
have not received it. We noticed a good article in the 
transactions of the Georgia State Medical Society on this 
subject, and called attention to it in the RErorTER a few 
weeks ago. Write to the author foracopy. We do not 
know Dr. Levick’s reference. It must have been to 
Aitken. 

Dr. J. G. P., of — gy Archives of Otology are pub- 
lished simultaneously, in New York and Heidelberg, in 
English and German. Price, $7.50 per annum. 

Dr. T. J. K., of Tenn:—The best work on the microscope 
in medicine is that of Mr. Lonel Beale ($7.00). One of 
the best microscopes for ordinary use is Dr. Woodward's 
*« Students’ Microscope.” Price, #55.00. 
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